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https://www.loc.gov/rr/amed/


Link to the 
Omar Ibn Said 

Collection



You can also access the collection from the Library of Congress’ 
main page (www.loc.gov), by searching “Omar Ibn Said”

http://www.loc.gov/






Who was Omar Ibn Said?



• Born in 1770 in Futa Toro (present-day Senegal)
• Islamic scholar
• Captured at 37 years old and sold into slavery
• Brought to Charleston, South Carolina
• Autobiography written in 1831

"Africa : to the committee and members of the British association 
discovering the interior parts of Africa this map is with their 

permission most respectfully inscribed" (1802): 
https://www.loc.gov/resource/g8200.ct003484

https://www.loc.gov/resource/g8200.ct003484




What is the Omar Ibn Said Collection?



Omar Ibn Said collection: https://www.loc.gov/collections/omar-ibn-said-collection/about-this-collection

https://www.loc.gov/collections/omar-ibn-said-collection/about-this-collection


“The Omar Ibn Said Collection consists of 42 digitized documents in both English and Arabic, including an 1831 manuscript in 
Arabic on "The Life of Omar Ibn Said," a West African slave in America, which is the centerpiece of this unique collection of

texts. Some of the manuscripts in this collection include texts in Arabic by another West African slave in Panama, and others
from individuals located in West Africa.” - https://www.loc.gov/collections/omar-ibn-said-collection/about-this-collection/

https://www.loc.gov/collections/omar-ibn-said-collection/about-this-collection/


What are some frequently asked questions inspired by the collection?

• What was the slave trade?  In Africa, where were slaves transported from?

• Do you have maps to show where the slaves came from?

• Why did Omar ibn Said write in Arabic?  What other languages did he speak?

• Were there other Muslims who were slaves?

• What are some resources for the study of enslavement in America?

• Did other slaves write down their stories?  Did their writings survive? 



• Historical research on the enslavement of peoples 
from Africa

• History of Africa and cultures 

• Heritage tracing, genealogy

• Pre-colonization of Africa 

What topics might students explore using this collection?



Why is this a significant collection for the Library of Congress?

• It is a unique collection of research value and 
adds substantive content to the story of 
slavery and the slave trade.

• It is the only known autobiography of an 
enslaved person written in Arabic.



How can you learn more about Omar Ibn Said and the Collection?

Explore “Expert Resources” on the collection page, including:
• Symposium: Omar Ibn Said at the Library of Congress
• Podcast: "The Long Journey of Omar Ibn Said"
• Blogpost: "New Online: Rare 19th Century Autobiography in Arabic by an Enslaved West 

African Scholar" by Mary-Jane Deeb
• Blogpost: "Omar Ibn Said: Conserving a One-of-a-Kind Manuscript" by Sylvia Albro
• Story Map: "Educated and Enslaved: The Journey of Omar Ibn Said“

Related Resources: https://www.loc.gov/collections/omar-ibn-said-collection/about-this-
collection/related-resources/

Ask-A-Librarian: https://www.loc.gov/rr/askalib/ask-amed.html

https://www.loc.gov/today/cyberlc/feature_wdesc.php?rec=8638
http://www.loc.gov/podcasts/african-american-passages/episode2.html
https://blogs.loc.gov/international-collections/2019/01/new-online-rare-autobiography-in-arabic-by-enslaved-american/
https://blogs.loc.gov/loc/2019/02/omar-ibn-said-conserving-a-one-of-a-kind-manuscript/
https://www.loc.gov/ghe/cascade/index.html?appid=33ea589e72d048c0ae6a62ffaf565d33&loclr=twloc
https://www.loc.gov/collections/omar-ibn-said-collection/about-this-collection/related-resources/
https://www.loc.gov/rr/askalib/ask-amed.html




"Online Illustrated Guides": https://www.loc.gov/rr/amed/guide/

https://www.loc.gov/rr/amed/guide/


Africana Collections: https://www.loc.gov/rr/amed/guide/afrillguide.html

https://www.loc.gov/rr/amed/guide/afrillguide.html


“African Peoples' Encounters With Others”: https://www.loc.gov/rr/amed/guide/afr-encounters.html

https://www.loc.gov/rr/amed/guide/afr-encounters.html


Dating from the 16th to the 18th centuries, the 
manuscripts presented in this exhibition cover 

every aspect of human endeavor and are 
indicative of the high level of civilization attained 

by West Africans during the Middle Ages. 

http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/mali/

Online Library of Congress West African Exhibits

http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/mali/


http://memory.loc.gov/intldl/
malihtml/malihome.html

Islamic Manuscripts from Mali features 32 
manuscripts from the Mamma Haidara
Commemorative Library and the Library of 
Cheick Zayni Baye of Boujbeha, both in 
Timbuktu, Mali. The manuscripts 
presented online are displayed in their 
entirety and are an exemplary grouping 
that showcases the wide variety of 
subjects covered by the written traditions 
of Timbuktu, Mali, and West Africa. 

http://memory.loc.gov/intldl/malihtml/malihome.html


"Student Filmmakers Inspired by the Omar Ibn Said 
Collection” (2019 blog post): 

http://blogs.loc.gov/teachers/2019/04/student-
filmmakers-inspired-by-the-omar-ibn-said-collection/

"Expanding Student Understanding of Slavery in America 
by Exploring an Arabic Muslim Slave Narrative“ (2019 blog 
post): http://blogs.loc.gov/teachers/2019/03/expanding-

student-understanding-of-slavery-in-america-by-exploring-
a-arabic-muslim-slave-narrative/

http://blogs.loc.gov/teachers/2019/04/student-filmmakers-inspired-by-the-omar-ibn-said-collection/
http://blogs.loc.gov/teachers/2019/03/expanding-student-understanding-of-slavery-in-america-by-exploring-a-arabic-muslim-slave-narrative/


Thank you! 

Questions? Post them in the chat box!


